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' and may thereby alſo be engage 


THE 


EPISTLE 


TOO Unge 


READER: 


Giving a brief Account of the Deſign of 
this BOOK. El 


Chriſtian Reader, 


T having pleaſed the Almighty, in whoſe Hand the Hearts of 
Kings are, to incline ther Majeſties with their great Council 
of Parliament, upon certain Terms, to Eſtabliſh _ by a 
Law, for Diſſenting Proteſtants to Worſhip God, according as 
in their ' own Conſcrences they are perſwaded is moſt agreeable 
to bis Will. It cannot but be an acceptable Work to all ſober perſons 
10 have thoſe Terms Colledted and preſented to their view all at 
once, without the trouble of turning #0 the ſeveral Books wherew 

they are, being ſuch as many , ( eſpecially of the meaner ſart in 
the Country )- cannot eaſily come at , and having them thus at 

once before them , "may have their Hearts enlarged to praiſe God 
for ſo great a Mercy at ſo cheap a rate;, which they have been 
content 10 purchaſe at a far {uu Price not many Tears ago ; 

in their _ Stations Cordially 
ro Serve His Majeſty Pray for his Welfare , and Promote bu 

Intereft, who. as bg, has been our Glorious Deliverer from the 

td Boargs who would have trod down the Vine, did 

not diſdain (abſit verbo invidia) to become a Solliciter for this 

Liberty, that the little Foxes might not ſpoil the Grapes. 

A 2 May 


The Epiſtle to the Reader, &e. 


May therefore the bleſſing of thoſe who were ready to periſh, 
_ come upon him. . _ . pw es 

Thou mayeſt further by what. is here preſented , ſee the Center 
of our Unity, and how all Proteſtants even in their ſub-djviſions 
agree in the whole Subſtantials of Religion, and therefore , what 
reaſon there is 10 live in Mutual Love : How minute thoſe things 
are in themſelves, which by the artifice of our Common Enemtes 
have been made uſe of to divide and) ruine us, and , what ſart:of 
Friends to our Religion they are, who. as they vigoroufly Oppoſed,; do 
dayly Murmur againſt this healing Af. 

There are theſe two or three things followins , which deſerve 


a Premonition , ana then I ſhall leave you t9 peruſe the Terms, 


themſelves, 


1. That thoſe Articles of the Church of England, to which - 


Diſſenters are\not enjoyned to ſubſcribe, are Printed in an Kalick, or 
aifferent Charaer. | 

-2. That whereas there is a Refleftion in the 38th Article” upon 
the Mnabaptiſts ; the Reader is not to conceive, that thoſe who now 
in England go under that Name, are any ways concerned in it ; 
ſeeing it was direfted againſt thoſe German Enthuſiaſts, the. fol- 


lowers of John of Leyden, &c. from whoſe Principles (that of ' 


Baptiſm excepted ) the Engliſh Anabaptiſts do as. much differ as 
other Proteſtants. 

3. That whereas ſome may ſcruple the Subſcription of that Argicle 
in the Creed, of Chriſts deſcending into Hell, conterving-rhe 
ſame to be meant of a Local Deſcent ;, ' they are deſired to take 
notice of the different ſenſe which —_— , and even thoſe of 
the Church of England, underſtand it inj"viz. Some that he really 
deſcended thither ;, others that his Body continued under the Power 
of Death, and inthe State of the Dead , till the third Day , and 
« third ſort that it is onely meant of bis: enduring the pains -of 
Hell, viz. The. Infinite Wrath of God , both in the Garden and 
upon the Croſs : And ſeeing the Law-givers have not declared 
which is their: ſenſe, r is ſuppoſed to be lefs to every one to enjoy 
his own. _. 


* Farewel. 
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THE 


Duty of Diſſenters,xc, 


T having pleaſed Their Majeſties and the High Court of 
Perliament in their great Wiſdom and- Goodneſs to give 
ſome Eaſe to their Diſlenting Proteſtant Subjets, ( who 
havea long time groaned under the heavy Burden of ſe- 
veral Penal Laws made in former Reigns againſt them, 

and inthe late times Executed upon them with ſomuch Rigour 
and Cruelty ,) They have been Graciouſly pleaſed to make a 
late Act, Entituled , An A&for Exempring Their Majeſties Pro- 
teſtant Subjefts, Diſſenting from the Church of England , from the 
Penalties of Certain Laws ; by which AC the Diſſenters (to 
their great ſatisfa&tion) may now -Enjoy the Liberty of Wor- 
ſhipping God according o-their Conſcierces. In Order where- 
unto, it is by the ſaid Aft provided nevertheleſs, That all thoſe 
who intend to Enjoy the benefit thereof, do' comply with the 
Terms and Conditions hereafter mentioned, viz. 


I. That they take the Oaths mentioned in an At, Intituled, 
Au' Aft for removing, and preventing all Queſtions and Diſpmes, 
concerning the Aſſembling and Sitting of this preſent Parliameyg-: 
Which Oaths zre therein expreſſed, intheſe words following : 

I A. B. do ſincerely Promiſe and Swear, That I will be faithfull, 
and bear true Allegiance to their Majeſties, King WILLIAM and 
Queen MARY : So help me God. 

I A. B. do Swear, That I do from my heart abhor, deteſt and ab- 
jure, as Impious and Heretical, that Damnable Dottrine and Poſition, 
That Princes Exccmmunicated, or Deprived by the Pope, or any 
Authority of the See of Rome, may be Depoſed or Murthered by their 
Snbje &ts, or anyother whatſoever 5 And I do declare ;, That no for- 


reign 


(:2) 
reign Prince, Perſon, Prelate, State or Potentate hath, or ought to have 
any Power, Furiſdidtion, Superiority,  Preeminence ar Authority, 
Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual, within this Realm : _ SO help me God. 

IT. That they make and Subſcribe the Declaration mentioned 
in a Statute made in the Thirtieth Year of the Reign of King 
CHARLES the Second, Entituled, An Att toprevent Papilts 
from Sitting in eitker Houſe of Parliament; which Declaration is 
expreſſed Ea in thels | dun tloging: z 

TA. B. mnlty and ſincerely, in rhe preſence of God, Profeſ:, 
'Teſt va and elee The I do 5 4t Thit jy the  $xodm Ys 
Lord s Supper there 4s not any Tranſubſtaniation of the Elements of 
Bread and Wine into the Body and Blood of Chrift, at, or after the 
Conſecration thereof by any perſon whatſoever ,, And that the Invoca- 
tien or Adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any other Saint, and the 
Sacrifice of the Maſ.', as they are now uſed inthe Church of Rome, are 
Superſtitions and Idolatrous, And I ſolemnly, mm the preſence of God, 
profeſs, teſtify and declare, That I do maks thi: declaration, and 
every part thereof, in the plain and ordinary ſence of the words read 
unto me, as they are commonly underſtood by Engliſh Proteſtants, with- 
cut any Evaſion, Equivocation, or Mental-reſervation mat ſoever 
and without any Diſpenſation already granted me for this purpoſe by the 
Pope, or ary Authority or Perſon whatſoever ;, or without any hope of 
any ſuch Diſpenſation from any perſon or Authority what ſoever ;, or 
8 hout thinking that Tam, or can be acquitted before God or Man, or 
abfolved of this Declaration, or any part thereof, although the Pope 
or 4ty other perſon or perſons, or Power whatſoever, ſhould diſpence 
with or Annul the ſame ; or declare that it was null and void from 
the beginning. 

*Which Oaths and Declaration , the Juſtices of the Peace, 
*:t the General Seſſions of the Peace, to be held for the Coun- 
©*ty or place where ſuch perſons ſhall live, are hereby required 
©0 tender and adminiſter to ſuch perſons as ſhall offer them- 
© ſelves, to take, make and fubſcribe the ſame ; and thereof to 
*keepa Regiſter. For entring of which, they are to pay but 
© Six-pence ; ard for taking out a Certificate thereof, to,pay 
©Six-pence; and no more. EPA 

* And that every Juſtice of the Peace may at any time here- 
< after, requireany perſon that goes to any Meeting, for Exerciſe 

© of Religion, to make and ſubſcribe the Declaration aforeſaid ; 
an 
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© and alfo to take the ſaid Oaths, or Declaration of Fidelity 
© herein after mentioned , in caſe 'ſuch perſon ſcruples the ta- 
eking of an Oath, and upon refuſal thereof, to commit ſuch 
© perjon to Priſon, with Bail or Mainprize: Which Declara- 
tion of Fidelity is expreſled in theſe words, vz. 

I A.B. do ſincerely promiſe , and ſolemnly declare, before God 
and the World, That I will be true and faithful to King WILLIAM 
and Queen MARY ; and do ſolemnly profeſs and declare, That I do 
from my heart abbor,, deteſt, and renounce, as impions and heretical, 
That oth ay woe; and Poſition, That —_— * , pom > 
or deprived by the Pope, or any Authority of the See of Rome, may 
Depoſed lene by ole Subjetts, or any other whatſoever. 
And 1 do declare, That no Forreign Prixce, Perſon, Prelate, State, 
or Potentate hath, or ought to have any Power, Fursſdiction, Sapers 
ority, Preeminence, or Authority, Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual, with- 
inthis Realm, 

©* And ſhall Subſcribea Profeſſion of their Chriſtian belief in 
© theſe words : 

1 A.B. Profeſs Faith in God the the Father , and in Feſus Chriſt 
bis Eternal Son, the true God, andinthe holy Spirit, one God, bleſſed 
for evermore;, And to acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament, to be given by Divine Inſpiration. 

* Which - Declarations and Subſcription ſhall be made and 
© Entered of Record, at the-General or Quarter Seſſions of the 
© Peace, for the County, City, or place, where every ſuch Per-, 
© ſon ſhall then reſide. 

© Provided, That ſuch whorefuſe to take the Oaths, when ten- 
<dered to them, ſhall not be admitted to make. and ſabſcribe the 
© ewo Declarations aforeſaid, tho required thereto , unleſs ſuch 
© Perſons can within Thirty one Days, after ſuch tender of the 
*Declarations.to him, . produce two ſufficient Proteſtant Wit- 
© neſles to Teſtifie upon Oath; that they believe him to beaPro- 
*teſtant Diſſenter, or a Certificate under the Hands of four Pro- - 
< teſtants, who are conformable to the Church of England, and 
© have taken the Oaths, and: ſubſcribed*the Declaration above- 
© mentioned, and ſhall alſo produce a Certificate, under the Hands 
© and Sealof fix or more ſufficient Men of the Congregation to 
* which be belongs, owning him for one of them. - 


Provided 


('4) 

Provided alſo, that until ſach Certificates* be produced, the 
Juſtice of the Peace is required to take a Recognizance with two 
Sureties in the penal Sum of Fifty pounds for his producing the ' 
ſame; 0r if he cannot give ſuch Security, to commit him to Pri- 
ſon, there to remain until. he can. | 

Provided always, That if any Aſſembly of Perſons difſent- 
ing from the Church of England, ſhall be had in any place for 
Religious , Worſhip with the Doors locked, barred, or bolted, 
during asy timeof ſuch Meeting together, all and every Perſon 
that ſhall come to, and be at ſuch Meeting, ſhall not receive any 
Benefit from this Law, notwithſtanding kis taking the Oaths, 
and Subſcribing the Declaration aforeſaid. | 
_- Provided, T bat nothing in this Act be conſtrued toexempt any 
Perſons from' paying of Tythes, or any other Dutics to the 
Church or Miniſter. "> 

Provided, That the Laws made for frequenting Divine Ser- 
vice, be in force againſt all Perſons that offend againit them, 
except ſuch Perſons come to ſome Congregation of Worſhip,” 
Allowed of by this Act. | 

Provided always, That no Congregation or Aſſembly for 
Religious Worſhip ſtall be permitred, or allowed by this Act, 
until the place of ſuch Meeting be certified to the Biſhop of the- 
Dioceſs, or to the Arch-Deacon of that Arch-Deaconry, or to 
the Juſtices of the Peace at the General or Quarter Seſſions of 
the Peace, for the County, City or Place, inwhich ſuch Meet- 
ing ſhall be held, whichis there to be Regiſtred, and a Certificate 
to be delivered for Six-pence, when demanded. 

Laſtly, There is required of every Preacher over and above 
-the aforeſaid Injunftions, That he do declare his Approbation 
of, and Subſcribe the Articles of Religion , mentioned in the 
Statute made in the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of thelate 
Queen Elizabeth, except the Thirty fourth, about the Traditions 
of the Charch ; the Thirty fifth , concerning Homilies ; 
and the Thirty ſixth, of Conſecration of Biſhops and Miniſters ; 
and theſe words of the Twentieth Article, viz. The Church hath 
Power to Decree Rights or Ceremonies, and eAuthority in Controver- 
fies of *Faub, And yet — And thoſe who ſcruple the Baptiz- 


ing of [nfants,, may except part of the Twenty ſeventh Article, 
Tonching Infant Baptiſm, 


THE 


—_— 


The Thirty Nine Articles of Religion, 
which Diſſenters are obliged to Approve 
of, and Subſcribe unto, except part of the 
Twentieth , the Thirty fourth , Thirty 
fifth, ond T birty foxth Articles, which 
are bere put ina different Charafter. 


1. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. 


Here is but one living and true God, everlaſting, 

without Body, Parts, or Paſſions ; of Infinite Power, 

' Wiſdom, and Goodneſs; the Maker and Preſerver 

of all things both viſible and inviſible. And an 

unity of this Godhead there be three Perſons, of one Sub- 

ſtance, Power, and Eternity ; the Father, the Son; and the Holy 
Gholt. v 


2. Of the Word or Son of God, which was made Very Man. 


Yd hg which is the Word of the Father, begotgen from 
everlaſting of the - Father , the very and 'Eterpal 
God, of one ſubſtance with the Father, took mans nature in 
the Womb of the bleſſed Virgin, of her Subſtance: fo that two 
whole and perfect natures, that is to ſay, the Godhead and 
Manhood, were joyned together in one perſon, nevertq bedi- 
vided, whereof is one Chriſt, very God and very Man, whotruly 
ſuffered, was crucified, dead and buried, to recoficile his Fa- 

| _ ther 


/ 
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ther to us, and to be a ſacrifice, not only for original guilt, but 
alſo for aCtual ſins of men. 


3. Of the going down of Chriſt into Hell. 


S Chriſt died for us, -and was Buried : foalſo is it to be be- 
& lieved, that he went down into hell. 


4. Of the Reſurrefion of. Chriſt. 


Hriſt did truly riſe again from death, and took again his bo- 

4 dy, with fleſh, bones, and all things appertaining to the 
perfeftion of mans nature,.. wherewith. he aſcended into heaven, 
and there ſitteth, until he return to judge all men at the laſt day. 


g. Of the Holy Ghoſt.” 


T= Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from the Father and the Son, is 
'of one Subſtance, Majeſty and Glory, with the Father and 
the Son, very and eternal God. 


6. Of the ſufficiency of the holy Scriptures for Salvation, 


HY Scripture containeth all things neceſſary to ſalvation, 
ſo that whatſoever is not read therein, -nor may bepro- 
ved thereby, is not to be-required of any man, ''that 'it ſhould be 
believed as an Article of the Faith, or be- thought requiſite or 
neceſſary to ſalvation. In the name of the holy Scripture, we 
do underſtand thoſe Canonical Books of the Old and New Teſta- 
— gy whoſe- authority. was never any ''doubt in the 
urch. 


' ' # Of the Names and Number of the Canonical Books. \ 
Eneſis.. 
»Exodus. 
. Leviticus, 
euterongamy, Peyys;, 3 T2 AQUDY 
Joſhua. . 
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Judges. 

Ruth. 

The 1. Book of Samuel. | 
The 2. Book of Samuel, . 
The 1. Book of Kings. | 
The 2. Book of Kings. 

The r. Book of Chronicles. 
The 2. Book of Chronicles. 
The 1. Book of Eſdras. 

The 2.Book of Efdras. 

The Book of Heſter, 

The Book of Job. 

The Pſalms. 

The Proverbs. 

Eccleſiaſtes, or Preacher. 
Cantica,or Songs of Solomon. 
4 Prophets the greater. 

12 Prophets the leſs. 


«ej > And the other Books (as Hjerome faith) the Church doth read 
for example of lifeand inſtruction of manners: but yet doth ic 
not apply them toeſtabliſh any Doctrine. Such are theſe following. 


The 3. Book of Eſdras. 
The 4. Book of Eſdras. 
The Book of Tobias. . 
The Book of Judeth, 
. The reſt of the Book of Heſter. 
The Book of Wiſdom. 
Jeſus the ſon'of Sirach. 
Baruch the Prophet. : 
The Song of the three Children, 
The Story of Suſanna. 
Of Bell and the Dragon. 
The Prayer of Manaſles. 
The 1. Book of Maccabees. 
The 2. Book of Maccabees. 
All the Books of the New Teſtament, as they are commonly 
received, we do receive, and account them Canonical, 


B 2 7.0f 
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7. Of the Old Teſtament. 


= Old Teſtament is not contrary tothe New : for both inthe 
Old and New Teſtament, everlaſting life is offered to-man- 
kind by Chriſt,who is the onely Mediatour between Gd and man, 
being both God and Man. Wherefore they are not to be heard, 
which feign that the old Fathers did-look onelyon tranſitory pro- 
miſes. Although the Law given from God by Moſes, as touch- 
ing Ceremonies and Rites, donot bind Chriſtian men, nor the ci- 
vil Precepts thereof ought of neceſſity to be received in any Com- 
mon-wealth : yet notwithſtanding, no Chriſtan man whatſoever, 
- f my from the obedience of the Commandments which are called 
oral. | 
8, Of the Three Creeds. 


=— three Creeds, * Nice Creed, Athanaſius Creed, and that 

which is commonly called the Apoſtles Creed, ought 
througly to be received and believed: for they may be proved 
by moſt certain warrants of holy Scripture. [. * See theſe Creeds at 
large after the Articles." 


9g. Of Original Birth or Sin. 


Riginal Sin ſtandeth not in the following of Adam(as the Pe- 
lagiansdo yainly talk) but it is the fault and corruptionof 

the nature of every Man, that naturally is ingendred of the off- 
ſpring of Adam, whereby man is, very far gone. from original 
Righteouſneſs, and is of his own nature enclined to evil, ſo that 
the fleſh luſtethalwayes contrary to the Spirit ; and therefore in 
every perſon born into this world, it deſerveth Gods wrath and 
damnation. And this infection of nature doth remain ; yea, in 
them that are regenerated, whereby the luſt of the fleſh, called 
in Greek, PeamMee mpra; which ſomedogxpound the wiſdom, 
ſome ſenſuality, ſome the affetion, ſome the deſire of the fleſh, 
is not ſubject to the law of God. And although there is no con- 
demnation for them that believe and are baptized, yet the Apoſtle 
doth confeſs, that concupiſcence and luſt hath of it ſelf the nature 


of ſin. 
10, Of 
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10, Of Free-will. 


He condition of man after thefall of Adam, is ſuch, That he 
- cannot turn and prepare himſelf 'by his own natural 
ſtrengthand good works to-faith and calling uponGod: where. 
fore we have no power.to do-gocd works pleaſant and acceptable 
to God without the grace of God by Chriſt -preventing us, that 
we may have a good will, .and working withus when we have 
that: good will. 


11. Of the Juſtification of man. 


VVE are accounted —_— before God,onely for the me- 
| rit of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt byFaith,and not 
for our own works,or deſervings. Wherefore,that we are juſtified 
by faith onely,is a moſt wholſom DoCtrine,& very fullof comfort, 
as-more largely.is expreſſed in the Homily of Juſtification. 


12, Of Good Works. 


' A Lbeit that good works, which are the fruits'of faith, and 

« follow after Juſtification, cannot put away our ſins, and 
endure the ſeverity of Gods Judgment, yet arethey pleaſing and 
acceptable to God in Chriſt, anddo ſpring out neceſlarily of a 
true'and lively faith, infomuch that by them a lively faith may 
be asevidently known, as a.tree diſcerned by the fruit, | 


13. Of works before Fuſtification. 


-FOrks done before the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpira- 
tion of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, foraſ. 


V 


much as they ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, neither do the 
make men meet to receive grace, or (as the Schaol-Authors ſay 
deſerve grace of congruity : yea, rather for that they are not 
done as God hath willed and commanded them to be done, we 
doubt not but they have the nature of ſin. 


4. Of 


(wo). 


- 14 . Of workg of Superero 74tion. 


Oluntary Works beſides, over and above Gods Command- 

-- ments, which they call Works of Supererogation, can- 
not be taught without arrogancy and impiety. For by them 
men dodeclare, ''That they do-not onely render unto God as much 
as they are bound todo,. but'that they:domorefor his ſake, then 
of bounden duty is required : whereas Chriſt ſaith plainly, When 
ye have donezall that are comma..gcd to you, ſay, Weare unpro- 
fitable ſervants. 


15. Of Chriſt alone without ſin. 


Hriſt in the truth of our nature, was like 8nto us inall things 

( fin onely except) from which he was clearly void, both in 

his fleſh, and in Spirit. He came'to bea Lamb without ſpot, who 

by Gacrifice of himſelf once made, ſhould take away the 11ns. of 

the world : and fin (as Sr, Fohn ſaith) was not in him. But 

all we the reſt ( although: baptized, and born again in Chriſt ) 

yet offend in many things, andif we ſay we have no fin, we 
deceive our ſelves, and the truth'is not in us, 


16 . Of Sin after Baptiſm. 


| dre” deadly ſin 'willingly commited after Baptiſm, - is fin 

againſt the holy Ghoſt, and vnpardonable, Wherefore 
the grant of repentance is not tobe denied toſuch as fall into ſin 
after Baptiſm. After we have received the holy Ghoſt, we may 
depart from grace given, and fall into fin, and by the grace of 
God (we mayYariſe again, ' andamendour lives. - 'And therefore 
they are to be condemned, ' which ſay they can no more ſinas 
long as they live here, to deny the place of forgiveneſs to ſuch 
as truly repent. | 


17. Of Predeſtiriation and Eleftion. 


Redeſtination to life, is theeverlaſting putpoſe of God, where- 
by ( before the foundations of the world were laid ) he hath 
Con- 
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conſtantly Decreed by his Cannſel, ſecret to us, to deliver from 
curſe and damnation, thoſe whom he hath choſen in Chriſt out of 
mankind, and to bring them by Chriſt tg everlaſting ſalvatzon 
as veſſels made to honour. Wherefore they which be endued with 
ſoexcellent a benefit of God, be called according to Gods purpoſe 
by his Spirit working in due ſeaſon; they through grace obey. the 
calling : 'they be juſtified freely: they be made ſons of God by 
adoption : they be made like the image of his onely begotgen Son 
Jeſus Chriſt : they walk religiouſly in good works, and at length 
by Gods mercy they attain toeverlaſting felicity. 

As the godly conſideration of Predeſtination and our Eleftion 
in Chriſt, is full of ſweet, pleaſant and unſpeakable comfort to 
godly perſons, and ſuchas feel in-themſelvesthe workipg of zhe 
Spirit of Chriſt, mortifying the works of the-fleſh, and tic 
earthly members, and drawiflg up their mind to high and heaven- 
ly things, as well'becanſe it doth greatly eſtabliſh and confirm 
their faith of eternal ſalvation,” tobe enjoyed. through Chriſt, 
as becauſe it doth fervently kindle their lovg towards God. : Soy 
for curious and carnal perſons lacking the Spiriy of. Chriſt, to 
have continually before their eyes the ſentence of Gods Predelti- 
nation, is a moſt dangerous downfall, :whereby the devil doth 
thruſt them either -into- deſperation, or into wretchleſneſs of 
moſt unclean Iiving, no lefs perilous then deſperation. _ 

Furthermore,-we muſt teceive Gods promiſes in ſuch wiſe as 
they be generally ſet forthto us in holy Scripture: and in our 
doings, thit wiilof God is tobe followed; ' which we have ex- 
preſly declared unto us inthe Word of God. 


18, Of obtaining Eternal Salvation only by the Name of Obrift. . 


Y Wh alfo-are to tbe: had Accurſed; 'that preſume to fay, 
;- rbat every man'ſhall be:Saved by the Ldw or Sect which he 
profeſleth, ſo thathe be diligent to frame his Life according to 
that Law and the light of Nature. For holy Scripture doth ſet 
out -_ us only the Name of. Jeſus Chriſt, whereby Men muſt be 
Say Gs 


irq. 
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19. Of the Church, 


He viſible Church of Chriſt is a Congregation of faithfull 

men, inthe which the pure Word of God is preached, and 

the Sacraments be duly Minilttred,according to Chriſts Ordinance, 
inall thoſe things that of neceſlity are requiſite to the ſame, 

As the Church of Jeruſalem, Alexandria and Antioch have er- 

red : Soalſo the Church of Rome hath erred, not onely in their 

living and manner of Ceremonies, but alſo in matters of Faith. 


20. Of the Authority of the Church. 


He Church hath power to decree Rites or Ceremonies, and Au- 
thority in Controverſies of Faith: And yet ['*? it is not lawful 
for the Church to ordain any thing that is contrary to Gods 
Word written, neither may it ſo expound one place of Scri- 
pture, that it ' be repugnant to another. Wherefore although 
the Church be a Witneſs and a Keeper of Holy Writ, yet as it 
ought not to Decree any thing againſt the ſame, ſo beſides.the 
ſame ought it not to enforce any thing to be believed for neceſ- 
ſity of Salvation. [ * To this firſt Paragraph, Diſſenters are nos Obliged 
70 Subſcribe.) | | | 


- 21, Of the Authority of General Councils. 


Eneral Councils may not be gathered together Without the 
Commandment and Will of Princes. And' when they be 
gathered together (foraſmuch as they be an Aſſembly of men, 
whereof all be not governed with the Spirit and Word of God ) 
they may err, and ſometime have erred, even in things per- 
taining unto. God. - Wherefore things ordained by them as ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation, have neither-ſtrength nor authority, unleſs 
. It. may be declared that they be taken out of Holy Scripture. 


i 22, Of Purgatory. 

He Romiſh Dottrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons, Wor- 
ſhiping "and Adoration, as well of Images, as - Re- 
4, 1ques, 
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liques, and alſo Invocation of Saints; is a fond thing, vainly 
invented, and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but 
rather repugnant to the Word of God, * 


23. Of Miniſtring in the Congregation. 


T is not lawful for any man to take upon him the Office of 
I Publick Preaching, or Miniſtring the Sacraments in the Con- 
gregation , before he be lawfully called, and ſent to execute 
the ime. ' And thoſe we ought to judge lawdally called and ſehr, 
which be choſen and called to this Work by men who have publick 
Authority given unto them in the Congregation,s to call and ſend 
Miniſters into the Lords Vineyard. 


24. Of ſpeaking in the Congregation, in ſuch a Tongne as the 
f freeing people 0 hb. , 


T” isa thing plainly repugnanttothe Word of God, and the 


cultomof the primitive Church, to have publick prayer in 
the Church, or to Miniſter the Scraments in a Tongue not 
underſtood of the People. 


25. Of the Sacraments, 


Cams ordained of Chriſt, be rot only badges or tokens 
of Chriſtian Mens Profeſſion: but rather they be certain ſure 
Witneſſes, and effeftual ſigns of Grace, and Gods good Will 
towards us, by the which he doth work inviſibly in us, and doth 
_ only quicken but-alſo ſtrengthen and confirm our faith ih 
im. 

There are two Sactanients ordainetl of Chtiſt our Lord in the 
Goſpel, that is to ſay, Baptiſm and the Supper bf the Lord. 

Thoſe five commonly called Sacraments; that is to fay, Con- 
firmation, Penance, Orders, Matrimony, and Extreme UnCtion; 
arenotto be counted for Sacraments of the Goſpel, being ſuch as 
have grown, partly of the corrupt following of the Apoſtles, 
partly are ſtates of life allowed in the Scriptures : but yet have 
not likenatureof Sacraments with Baptiſm and the Lords Supper; 
__ that they have not any viſible Sign or Ceremony ordained __ 


—__ 


(14) 

The Sacraments were not ordained of Chriſt to be gazed vpon, 
cr tobe:carried abont, but-that we ſhould duly uſe them. And 
in ſuch only as worthily receive the ſame, they have a wholeſome 
effet or operation: but they that receive them unworthily, pur- 
chaſe to themſelves damnation, as St. Paz ſaith. - © 


26. Of the unwortkineſs of the Miniſters, which hinder not the 
effefts of the Sacraments. ; 
Lthough intheviſible Church the evil be ever-mingled with 
4 X. the gcod, and ſometime the evil have chief Anthority in 
the Miniſtration of the Word and Sacraments :- yet foraſmuch 
as they do nor, the ſame in their own name, but in Chriſts, and 
do Miniſter by his Commiſſion and Authority, we may ule their 
Miniſtry, both in hearing the Word of God, and-in-the-reteiv- 
ing of the Sacraments.. Neither is the effzCct of Chriſts ordinance 
taken away by their wickedneſs, nor the grace of Gods gifts 
diminiſhed -from ſuch, as by- faith, and [rightly do receive the 
Sacraments Miniſtred unto them, which be effectual, becauſe of 
Chriſts Inſtitution and Promiſe, although they be 'Miniſtred by 
evil Men. TIENES 4 
Nevertheleſs, it appertaineth tothe Diſcipline of the Church, 
that enquiry be made ofcvil Miniſters, and that they be accuſed 
by thoſe that have knowledge of their offences : and finally be- 
ing found guilty, by juſt judgment be depoſed. Jt 


>) 27; Of Baptiſm. 


Barn is not onely a Sign of Profeſſion, and Mark of Diffe- 
rence, whereby Chriſtian Men are diſcerned from others 
that tenot Chkriſtened :* but it isalſo a Sign of Regeneration or 
New Birth, whereby, as by an inſtrument, they that receive 

aptiſm, rightly, are grafted into the Church : | the promiſes 
of the forgivencis/ of. Sin, and of! our adoption to'be the Sons 
of 'God, by the holy Ghoſt , are viſibly Signed and- Sealed : 
Faith is confirmed , ,and Grace increaſed by vertue of Prayer 
utxo God. * T he Baptsſm of young Children is in any wiſe tobe retain+ 
ed in the Church, as moſt agreeable with the Inſticatzon of Chriſt." 


[*: Baptiſts. are not-obliged ro Subſcribe this laſt Paragraph”) y 
28. 
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I 28. Of the Lords Supper. © 


He Supper” of the Lord is not onely a Ggn of the love that 
= Chriſtians onght to have among themfelvesone'to another : 
but rather it is a Sacrament of our Redemption by Chriſts de ith: 
Inſomuch that to ſuch as'rightly, worthily, and with faith re- 
ceive the ſame, the Bread which we break, is a partaking of the 
Body of Chriſt : and likewiſe the Cup of bleſſing, is 2 partaking 
of the Blood of Chriſt: 

Tranſubſtantiation, (or the change of the ſubſtance of Bread 
and Wine) in the Supper of the Lord, cannot be proved by 
holy Writ : but it is repugnant to the plain wordsof Scripture, 
overthroweth the natureofa Sacrament, and hath given occaſion 
to many ſuperſtitions. 

The Body of Chriſt is given, taken, and eaten in the Supper 
onely - after an heavenly and ſpiritual manner. And the mean 
whereby the Body of Chriſt ts received and eaten in the Supper, 
is Faith. 

Fhe Sacrament of the Lords Su Upper was not by Chriſts ordi- 
nance reſerved, carriedabout, lifted up, or worſhipped. 


29. Of the wicked which eat norte Body of Chriſt in the |. 
of the Lords Supper, 


He wicked and ſuch as be void of a lively faith, although 
T they dv carnally and viſibly preſs with their Teeth (as St, 
Auguſtine ſaith) the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſt : 
yet in no wiſe are they partakers of Chriſt, bie rather to their 
con-lemnation Et cat and. drink the Sign or. Sacrament. of ip 


great a thing, . 
. 30. of both kinds. 


'Þ'F Cup of the Lotd'i fi tobe feed tothe Lay. people 
For both che PA of the Lords Sacrament , _ 


ordinafce ant commaidment, Pn to. be Miniſtred 
Chriftian Men alike.” * 


C32 | 31. of 
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31. Of the one Oblation of Chriſt finiſhed upon the Croſs 


TY Offering of -Chriſt. once. made,, is that perfeft Redem 

tion, Propitiation, .and Satisfaction for all the ſins of the 
whole World, both Original and AQtual, and there is none other 
ſatisfaCtion for ſin, but that alone. Wherefore the Sacrifice: of 
Maſſes, in the which it was commonly ſaid, that the Prieſt did 
offer Chriſt for the quick and the d 
or guilt, were Blaſphemous Fables,. and dangerous deceits. 


32. Of the Marriage . of Prieſts. 


> Iſliops, Prieſts, and Deacons, are not commanded by Gods 
Law, either to vow the eſtate of ſingle life, or. to abſtain 
trom Marriage: Therefore it is lawful for them,. as for allother 
Chriſtian Men, to Marry at their own diſcretion, as. they ſhall 
- Judge the ſame to ſerve better tor godlineſs, 


-- 33- Of Excommunicate perſons, how they are to be avoided. 


ff tho perſon which -by open denonciation of the Church, is 

rightly cut off from the,unity of the Church, and.Excom- 
municated, ought to be taken of the whole multitude of the 
faithful, as-an Heathen and Publican, until he be openly re- 
conciled by Penance, .and received into the Church by a. Judge 
that hath Authority thereunto. 


34.. Of the Traditions of the Church, 


F755 not neceſſary that-Traditions and Ceremonies be in all plates 
, one, or utterly like ; for at all times they have been divers, and 


may be changed according-to the diverfity of Countries, Times, and 


Aens Manners, ſo that nothing be Ordained againſt Gods Word. 

Wriofoever throngh his private judgment, willin G and purpoſely dgth 

openly* break,the Traditions and Ceremonies of the Gharch , which 

be not to the Word of God, and be Ordained and approved 

by common . Authority, ought to be rebukgd 0 

fear todo the likg)) as be that offendeth againſt the Common Order of 
| | i 


to haveRemiſſion of paig.. 


ly, ( that other may 
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the Church, and burteth the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and wound. 
eth the Conſtitnces of the weak. Brck/on =: 

Every particular or . National Church, hath Authority to Ordain , 
change, and aboliſh CeFemonies or Rites of the Church, ordained onely 
by Mans Authority, fo that all things be done to Edifying. 


25. Of Homilies. | 


TX ſecond Book, of Homilies , the ſeveral Titles whereof we 
. have joyned under this Article, doth contain a Godly and whol- 
ſomb Dottrine , and neceſſary for- theſe: times, as doth the former 
Book. of Homilies, which were ſet forth in the time of Edward the 
6th; and therefore we judge them to be Read in Churches. by the Mini- 
ſfters, diligently and diſtinitly , that they may be underſtood of the 
People, 
9" q' Of the Names of the Homilies. 


I F the right uſe of the Church. 
2 ' Againſt Peril of Idolatry. 
3. Of — and keeping clean of Churches. 
4 Of good Works, firſt of Faſting. 
5 Againſt Gluttony and Drunkenneſs. 
6- Againſt exceſs of Apparel. 
of | 


7 s | 

8-Of the and time of Prayer.' 

9 That onandy wh 2; ++. ought to be Miniftred 

in a known Tong. 

10. Of the Reverent Eftimation of Gods Word. 
11 Of. Alms-doing. 

12 'Of the Nativity of Chriſt. 
13 Of. the Paſſion of Chriſt. 
14 A = = pomp 6: of Chriſt. " p 
15 . Of the Worthy receiving of the Sacrament of the-Body ana . 
p Blood 0 Arad ROY 
16 Of. the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſs. 


17 For the Rogation Days. 

18 Of the flate of Marrmony, 

19.Of Repentance. 

20 Againſt Idleneſs. | 

21 Againſt Rebellzon, 36, Of 
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36. Of Conſecration of Biſhops and-Miniſters. 


He Book, of Conſecration.of Arch-biſhops and Biſhops , and 
Ordering of Prieſts and 'Deacons, lately ſer forth jn the time 
of Edward the Sixth, and confirmed at the [cate rime by Awtbority 
of Parliament , doth contain all-things neceſſary to ſuch Conſecra- 
tion and Ordering : neither bath it any thing that of it ſelf is ſnper- 
ſtirious and angoaly, And therefore whoſaeter are Conſecrated', 09 
Ordered according to the Rites of that. Book, ſince the Second Tear of 
the aforenamed King Edward,, wo this time, or hereafter ſhall be 
Conſecrated or Ordered according to the ſame Rucs, we decree all ſuch 
zo be rightly, orderly, and lawfully Conſecrated ard Ordered. . 


37. Of the Civil Magiſtrates. 


He Queens Majcſty hath the chief Power in this Realm of 
England, and other her Dominions, unto whom the chief 
Government of all Eſtates of this Realm, whether they be Eccle- 
fiaſtical or Cliyil, in all Cauſes doth appertain, and is not, nor 
ought to be ſubjeCt to any Foreign Juriidiftion. IEA 
Whereas we Attribute to the Queens Majeſty the chief Go- 
vernment, by which Titles we underſtand. the Minds of ſome 
flanderous folks to be effended : We give not to our Princes the 
Miniſtring either of Gods. Word, -. ar of the Sacraments, the 


-which thing the-Injugctions alſo lately ſer forth by Elizabeth our 


Queendo molt plainly teſtifie : Butthat onely Prerogative which 
we ſeeto have_been given always to all Godly Princes. in holy 
Scriptures by God himſelf, that is, that they fhovid Rule all 
Eſtates and Degrees commirzed to their charge by Godz whe- 
ther they be Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal, and 'reſtrajn with the 
Civil Sword the ſtubborn and evil doers. . 

ho Bifhop of Rome hath no Juriſgiftion in this Realm of Erg- 
Ed. | Tom | 
The Laws of this Realna may puniſh Ghriftian Men with death 
for hainovs and grievous Offences +1 tf nh t 

It is 1awful for Chriſtian Men;,;46 the :Commandmeant of the 
Magiltrate, to wear Weapons, and ſervein the Wars. 
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o8. Of Chriſtian Mens Goods, nhich are nat common. 


He Riches and Goods of Chriſtians are not comman, as 
T touching the Right, Title, and Poſleſſion of the ſame, as 
certain Anabaptiſts do falſly boaſt, Notwithſtanding, ,every 
Man ought of ſuch things as he poſleſſeth, liberally to give Alms 
to the Poor, according to his ability. 


39. Of a Chriſtian Mans Oath. 


A*® we confeſs that vain and raſh Swearing is forbidden 
Chriſtian Men by our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt ,, and Fames his 
Apoſtle : So we judge that Chriſtian Religion doth not prohi- 
bit, but that a Man' may Swear when the Magiſtrate requireth, 
inacauſeof Faith and Charity, ſo it be done according to the 
Prophets Teaching, in Juſtice, Judgmeut, and Truth. 


| .- The Ratifuation. | - 


His Book of Articles before rehearſed, -is again approved, 
- agd allowed to be holden and executed within the Reahn,by 
the'aſſentand conſent of our Sovereign Lady. E L1Z ABET H, 
by the Grace of God, of England, - France,, and. Jrplafd Queen, 
Defender of the Faith, &ce,, Which Articles wete deliberately 
Read, and Confirmed againby-the Subſcription of the hand of 
the Arch-biſhop and Biſhops of The Houſe, atid by the 
e 


Subſcription of the whole Clergy © ſeithes Houſe in their 
Convocation, inthe Year of onr Lord, ..1571. 1G @f 
1314 b3 Monght Ttiy 2) JO vs 
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I F Faith in the Trinity. 


2 Of Chriſt the Son' of God. 
3 Of his going down into Hell, 

.. 4 Of his Reſurre@ion. 

** 5 Of the Holy Ghoſt. 
6 Of the ſufficiency of the Scripture. 


7 Of 
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7 Of the Old Teſtament. 


$ Of the three Creeds. £6 
9 Of Original Sin. , 
10 Of Free-will. 
11 Of Juſtification. 
12 Of Good Works. | 
13 Of Works before Juſtification, 
14 Of Works of Supererogation. 
15 Of Chriſt alone withobt Sin. . ' 
16 Of Sin after Baptiſm... 
17 Of Predeſtination and EleCtion. 1 
18 Of. obtaining Salvation by Chriſt. 
19 Of the Chorch. k 
20 Of the Authority of the Church. 
21 Of the Authority of the General Councils. 
22 Of Purgatory. 
23 Of Miniſtring in the Congregation. 
24 Of ſpeaking in the Congregation. 


25 Of the Sacraments. | 4 
25 Of the worthineſs of Miniſters. 
Of Baptiſm. 


2 | 

28 Of the Lords Supper. , 

29 Of the wicked, which Eat not the Body of Chriſt. .. 
30 Of both kinds. |  * 
3. Of the Martige of Pct. 
$2 Of the Marriage of Prie 


33 Ut "o7 
34 Of the Traditions of the Church. 
25 Of Homilies, - © 
36 Of Confſecration of Minifters. 
237 Of Civil. Magiſtrates. | 
33 Of Chriſtian Mens Goods. 
39 Of a Chriſtian Mans Oath. 
The Ratification, | 
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Here fillowerh the Tre Creeds ETFS eh 
' of by the- Eiph Article of the Church 
of Eng fo ; - Viz.. I. The 
Nicene Creed; TL. T be Creedof Atha- 
naſtus ; FIE-The Creed commonly called 
the Apoitles Creed. 


I.- The Nicen Creed. 
Believe in one God the Father Almi ty Maker of Heaven 
I and Earth, and of all things Vi L laviſible : 


And in one Lord Jeſus-Chrift, the only San of God, 
offi, his Father beforcall Worlds... God of God, Light 
or Lg 


Very God of Very God, .Begotten, not made, Bei 
one fubſtance with the - Father, by wham, all chiogs were 
<a Who for us Men., and OY HET Ds. ns: yon 
fretn Heaven, ai as make Ian, ads == 
or 


Virgin Mary, apd. 
us under Panrins Plate ; He rag and 


third Day he- roſe again according 
ae ron Pkg ey teicywgy Ao Ss 
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And he ſhall come a King with Gloty to  Jtge both the. quick 
and the dead : Wh 


rg; (av 6c 


»: Wit wh Li, 
. who 


fe of the Sm 


' he "Y Pr 


. Wa 
o 
ay. 


. 4 ef 8 5.4 
* 
Athanaſius his Gl. Bn 


ES will be ſaved: before all things it is neceſſary 
; that he hold the Catholick Faith. 
Which Faith, eXcept'every one dp kee "Eheje.nd undefiled: 
withour doubt he ſhall periſh Eyerlaſti 
- And the Catholitk Faith is this: that Ge Worſhip one God 
in Trinity, -and” Trinity 'in Unity 7 
— Neither confounding the perſons: nor dividing the ſubſtance. 
For there is one perſon of the Father, another of the Son : 
and another of the Holy Ghoſt. * * 
' Butthe Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the. Holy 
Gholt isall one : theGlory equal, the Majeſty co-eternal. 
ww as the Father is, ſuch is the Sun: and ſuch is the Holy 
Gho 
The Fatheruncreate, the Soa uncreate: and the Holy Ghoſt 
K uncreate. | 
The Father Incomprehenſible , the Son Incomprehenſible: 4 
and the Holy Ghoſt Incomprehenſible. - 
The Father Eternal, the Son Eternal :: and+the- Holy Ghplt 
Eternal. 
And yet they are not three Eternals:: but one Eternal. 
As alſothere are'not three Incomprehenſtbles, nor three Un- 
createq: but bne Uncreated, and one Incomprehenſible, ' + 
So likewiſe the Father 1s Almighty, the Son Almighty: and | 
the Holy Ghoſt Almighty. | 2 
And yet they are not three Almighties ; but one Almighty. 
So the Father is God, the Son is God : and- the Holy Ghoſt 
is God; 
And yet they arenot three Gods : but one God. 
So likewiſe 'the Father is the Lord, the Son Lord: ang the 
Ho!y Ghoſt Lord; 
©. Andyet not three Lords :* but one Lord. 
' For like as we are compelted by- the Chriſtian verity : to 
"acknowledge Tang { perk perſon by himſelf to be God and\Lord ; 
|» ®. Soare we bythe Catholic Religion: to fay, there 
bethree Gods, or three Lords. ©» Fes _ 


EE eg none LV 


2 5 
Tm of none: neither Created, nor Begotten. 
ow. <4 the Father alone : not made, nor Created, but 

Me _ Ghoſt is of the Father, ard of the Son : neither 
made, nor Created, nor Begotten,but proceeding, 

So there is one Father, not three Fathers ; one Son, not three 
Sons : one Holy Ghoſt, nat three Holy Ghoſts. | 

And in this Trinity none is afore, or after other: none is great- 
er, of leſs then another. 

But the whole three Perſons are c0- ;eterndl tobether: and 
co-equal. 

So that inall thing, as is aforeſaid : the Unity in Trinity, and 
the Frinity in. Unity is to be Worſhipped. 

He therefore , thas wall be ſaved: muſt thus thiak of the 
Trinity. WY \e 

Furthermore, it' is neceſſary to Everlaſting Salvation : that 
he alſo believe rightly-the Incarnation of our Lord eſas Chriſt. 

For the right Faith is, that we believe and confeſs: that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, is God, and Man ; 

God. of the ſubſtance of the Father, Begotten before the 
—_— and Man of the ſubſtance of. his Mother, Born inthe 

orld; . 

Perfect God , and perfeRt Man: of a- reaſonable- Soul, - and 
humane Fleſh ſubſiſting ; 

Equal to the Father, as touching his Godhead : and inferiour 
to the Father, as.touching his Manhood. - 

Who although he be God, -and Man : yet he is not two, bat 
one Chriſt ; 

One not by Converſion of the Godhead into Fleſh : but by 
taking of the Manhood into God : 

One altogether; not by confuſion of ſubſtance : but by Unity 
of perſon. 

For as the reaſonable Saul and.. Fleſhg 4s One Man : fo God and 
Man is one Chrilt, 

Who ſuffered for our Salvation :. deſcended into Hell, roſe 
again the third Day from the Dead. 

He aſcended into Heayen, he fitteth on the Right Hand of 
the Father, God Almighty : from whence he ſhall come to Judge 
the quick and the dead. 

a 


Ma whoſe coming. -aH bs F444 {5% 
and ſhall give- account heir. own Works. 
And thzy that have done-good, ſhall go into iike 
-and they that have doue =” into: Everlaſting Bi 
AL. the Catholick hi- which, EXcoPpt-A Man believe 
t " 
ng Ye to ay ary EW San'; and to the: Holy 


Ghoſt z 
_ Wit Was.in the beginning, is now, aid ver ſhall be: World 
. without 


eAmen. | vizh SY 


" BY. The Creed commonly called the. Aſter Creed. 


I nels i Ged the Father Almighty, Maker of \Heaven 


Na dis conly Goapack F Who was Cont 
: Mary, Soffered 


Pn ol Kody Ghoſt, Born of the Yi 
nnd LIC » and Buried, He 


Portyes Pilate, Was Cruciked, 
deſcended! iato- Hell,, the third Day. he Roſe: apain fromthe 
Dead 5 He afeendal: ioto. Heaven, , and ditteth on: the Right 
Hand of God the Father Almighty ; From thence he ſhall 


4 "5 Jugyetde- -gaickand:the dead. - 
the Holy Ghoſt z The Holy Catholick Church 
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Reſurrection of the et —_ his. Amon. © 


3L£Y (G7! » wan 0h ws 


